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GIVING THE
GIFT OF LIFE

June 10,2018

as a method of escapism. Musicals allow for the cast and audience to be away, for a bit, from the mundane
flow of high school and daily life. Without the Drama Club, this magic would not exist.

So, with that said, let's take a moment to thank the Drama Club. Not the people who are on stage, the crew
who make everything work behind the scenes, the directors who show everyone how to move, or the people
who allow for the shows to happen; let's thank the Drama Club itself. Let's thank it for its mere existence,
because it has allowed for the chance to step out of our realities for two hours. It has made friendships that
have lasted for four years based solely on the fact that you all ke Les Miserables and hate Cats. It helped
high school kids learn about Malthus theories and understand them well. The Drama Club has done so much;
it's impossible to list them all because human memory isn't nearly that big. Without i, life would be a little
more boring, o thank you Drama Club. Thank you.

View Post —

BY TINA LUCHETTA

We often take our health and the ability to help those in need for granted. This is an issue that most human
beings struggle with, but it becomes especially evident when we are presented with an opportunity to assist
those who may be experiencing health-related problems that may threaten their lives. In a world where lives
are lost everyday and tragic stories are displayed all throughout the news and social media, it can all appear
to be extremely daunting and overwhelming. We can then become susceptible to desensitization and
possibly feel rather small when compared to the rest of the world. However, this feeling of insignificance can
be diminished due to the fact that every small deed does have some type of impact; whether big or small, the
universe still experiences a change.

Despite knowing the fact that simple acts of charity are vital to preserving humanity and aiding those in
need, itis also common for others to be unaware of how to take the necessary actions for enacting change.
This desire to help, but possessing the uncertainty of what steps to take next, can be solved by various small
acts of sefflessness. Donating blood is just one example of how a seemingly small sacrifice can save
numerous lives. According to the New York Blood Center, 4.5 million Americans receive blood transfusions
every year, and without the donors, this would not be possible. In addition, the donations are especially vital
to patients who have cancer, patients who are enduring a surgical procedure, victims of trauma, and various
other health problems. Also, taking the time to donate assists in providing the necessary transfusions for the.
2,000 people each day in the New York State area who need blood.

On March 6, 2018 the Our Lady of Lourdes community held a blood drive, and due to the generosity of the
study body, teachers, and other participants, there was a total of 88 donations generated. All donations are
greatly appreciated and will assist in aiding those in need. We look forward to the next blood drive, which is
typically held in the fall, and we hope for even more participants. Students meeting the age and health
requirements are encouraged to give the gift of life.
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ELECTIONS IN BY ROBERTO LEITO
ITALY RESULT IN
POPULIST GAINS

June 10,2018

On March 4, talian citizens went to the polls to vote for over 900 members of the country's bicameral

parliament. Four major political parties sought to gain more seats. Prior to the election, the center-left
Democratic Party led by Matteo Renzi and Prime Minister Paclo Gentiloni held dominance. In 2014, this party
aathered 40 percent of the vote: this past election showed it winning onlv 18 percent Following the election. -
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Democratic Party led by Matteo Renzi and Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni held dominance. In 2014, this party
gathered 40 percent of the vote; this past election showed it winning only 18 percent. Following the election,
Renzi stepped down as party leader, leaving the Democratic Party's future to be an uncertain one. The
remainder of the parties that were major players in this election were right-leaning. Forza ltalia, a more
traditional center-right party led by former Prime Minister Silvio Berluscon, lost as well. It only won 14 percent
ofthe previous 21 percent of the votes it had gamered in the previous cycle. Berlusconi's prominence is
interesting, as he is prohibited from holding office ntil next year due to his 2013 tax evasion conviction.
Nonetheless, these two traditionalist parties suffered major losses in the 2018 election.

Newer populist, antiimmigrant, and right-wing parties have gained considerable prominence in ltalian
politics. The most notable is the Five Star Movement, a populist, anti-establishment party led by comedian and
founder Beppe Grillo. Established in 2009, its platform is built upon the economic frustration of the ltalian
people along with distaste for an entrenched political class. The rules that Five Star politicians must abide by
are strict ones: they cannot have chauffeured cars, they are barred from appearing on talk shows, and they
must donate half their salaries to a fund that supports small businesses. The partys candidate for prime
minister was Luigi di Maio. All together, Five Star eamed over 32 percent of the vote, an increase of 6 percent
from 2014. It has been firm on its stance to not ally with any party in hopes of establishing a majority in the
government. However, considering that it stll does not have the number of seats needed for dominance, Five
Star might need to ally with the other parties in order to rule as a majority. Lega Nord, translated as “northern
league” is a far-right party that also saw a significant surge in voters. lts base identifies as anti-immigrant.
Founded in 1991, itis another recent movement to gain national attention. With Matteo Salvini as its candidate
for prime minister, it surpassed Forza Italia by 4 points to earn almost 18 percent of the vote.
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Note: Compiled by Davide Vittor of LUISS University. The chart shows vote shares in ltallan general alections (2008, 2013 and

2018) alongside vote shares in Europoan Parfiament elections (2009 and 2014).

Since no single party or coalition won enough votes to form a majority government, alliances will need to
be formed amona the maior arouns. A variety of combinations are possible. but none are certain. and thev will
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Note: Compiled by Davide Vittori of LUISS University. The chart shows vote shares in talian general elections (2008, 2013 and
2018) alongside vote shares in European Pariament elections (2009 and 2014)

Since no single party or coalition won enough votes to form a majority government, alliances will need to
be formed among the major groups. A variety of combinations are possible, but none are certain, and they will
be difficult to form due to partisan disagreements. If no majority alliances band together, alian President

Sergio Mattarella could choose to leave Prime Minister Gentiloni in place to establish a temporary

government in order to hold new elections once more. The largest party in It
Party in hopes of forming

ly is the Five Star Movement

eached out to the Democrati coalition in order to establish

and Luigi di Maio has
amajority government. No alliance is certain at this point, b

may be in the best interest of the Htalians to
come together to work for the policies promised to the voters.

Why does this matter to the United States and the rest of the world? ltaly has the third largest economy in
the Eurozone, and the results of this election represent a rightward shift in politics that has been
demonstrated in other countries as well. Prior to this election, it seemed as if populist movements were a
mere phase in Europe, but the results in ltaly prove just the opposite. Both Lega Nord and Five Star are
Eurosceptic. Euroscepticism refers to a critical stance regarding the role of the European Union, and for some,
it points to total disengagement. Although both parties do ot believe that the country should exit the Union,
they will most likely be strong opponents of any reform regarding the EU. In short, the youthful and aggressive
leaders of right wing movements in ltaly energized a young base that rebelled against their perceived politica

» elites associated with economic stagnation, corruption, and inefficiency. With the largest public debt in the EU
and high youth unemployment, voters made a choice in hopes for a better future for Italy. This trend is not a
surprising one. Former White House advisor Steve Bannon was in Rome for the elections and observed what
he saw as a very familiar pattern, excitedly saying, “The Htalian people have gone farther, in a shorter period o
time, than the British did for Brexit and the Americans did for Trump... taly is the leader” The fates of ltaly, the

European Union, and of intemational politics itself hang in the balance as these parties and politicians make
monumental decisions in the coming months.

Ifyou are interested in writing for the newspaper, contact either the moderator, Mrs. Katz, or the editors-in-chief, Roberto Leito or Tina Luchetta, at their

school emails: katz@olichs.org, robertoeito@olichs.org, tina luchetta@olichs
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FOR A
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BY JOE SCAGLIONE

Elon Musk: Tesla, SpaceX, and the Quest for a Fantastic Future by Ashlee Vance was a very entertaining
biography of one of the most fascinating entrepreneurs in the world today. This book recounts the eccentric
lifestyle of tech-wiz Elon Musk and his rise to stardom in Siicon Valley from his roots in South Africa. Musk is
the largest shareholder in several muttimillion dollar companies and has a net worth of over 12 billion dollars.

What seems most interesting, however, is his unique childhood and the intensity with which Musk runs his
companies. At times, the book can be pretty technical since Musk's companies operate on highly complex
systems and hardware. Additionally, the book i slightly less than 400 pages, so in certain sections, its a little
drawn out for a biography. Nevertheless, for people who love technology, space, or people who are seeking
to be an entrepreneur, this book has some amazing insights. In addition to SpaceX and Tesla, Musk
developed the software for Paypal and remains one of the leading shareholders. He is also a member of the
board of directors of Solarcity and has recently invested money to start the Boring Company, which is
planning to dig tunnels beneath Los Angeles to reduce traffic. All of Musks endeavors seem like science-
fiction projects, but what makes Musk's companies especially unique is that they all have tremendous goals to
change the world which allows them to attract some of the world's leading talent. SpaceX has had recent
success, completing the first reusable rocket ever, as well as launching an unmanned capsule to Mars,
SpaceX plans to transport humans to Mars within the next decade in case something catastrophic ever
happens on Earth. Tesla and Solarcity, however, exist to save Earth from its downfall In all of his companies,
Musk has imbued a culture of work that makes a difference and has completely changed the way the
aeronautical, automabile, and online banking industries function forever.

To learn more about Elon Musk, his companies, his innovations, or his future projections, pick up a copy of
Vance's book. This fascinating and inspirational biography will most interest those with who have a deep love
of science and exploration, as well as those who appreciate the efforts of an innovator and entrepreneur.
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REVAMP YOUR
PRODUCTIVITY
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BY JOE SCAGLIONE

In this era of technology and development, it is becoming increasingly harder to be productive with so
many distractions around us. The “Watch Next Episode” button is often extremely appealing (even on school
nights) and it easy to scroll perpetually through infinite social media feeds. Yet, the harsh reality s that we.
will never proudly boast we have rewatched The Office three times or claim to be a connoisseur of napping
on our resumes. So, in an age when companies have departments dedicated to making addictive features on
their platforms to keep us on their apps, programs, or websites, itis of the utmost importance to form
productive habits and realize the reality of technology in our generation. Hopefully, through some of my own
experience, | can help.

One area in particular that many teens, including myself, unknowingly struggle with is screen time on their
phones. To combat this problem, | found an app called RealizD which tracks the amount of time you spend on
your phone and how many times you have unlocked your phone. It allows you to set goals for yourself and
sends alerts when you are off pace, and displays what times you are active. Additionally, the app only tracks
the time you are interacting with the screen, so playing music in the gym or car will not misconstrue the data.
This app has been extremely efficient in making me aware of the precious time | throw away each day
performing mindless activities on my phone. Also, for many with a competitive nature like my own, you wil
find yourself competing with yourself to spend less time on your device than the previous day.

Another way to vastly improve your productivity is by listening to audio books. This past New Year, | made
aresolution to listen to audiobooks to and from school each day. | downloaded an app called Overdrive,
which unlike Audible or other imitations, is completely free. Just link your library card or a friend's library card
and you will have access to almost any book you can find. Another great tip is to apply for a New York State
Public Library card which can be linked with the Overdive app and has a much more extensive collection of
books than your local ibrary. Once | began using this app, | could not believe how much time accumulates in
the car each day. To my delight, | found myself “reading” a book a week, without ever picking up a book, and
only giving up listening to music on the way to school. | also found that it put me in a better mindset to start
the school day, and made me more productive in numerous other ways. Furthermore, it also inspired me to
start bringing a book to school. | found that,like the audio books, the few minutes in homeroom or before the
first bell added up quickly, and allowed me to read a tremendous amount more than | would have ever
expected.

There are many ways to improve your productivity that | have not addressed. Maybe you're not a big
reader, or simply don't use social media, but the point is that there are always ways to refine yourself and
improve yourself, and it can often be accomplished in the little unexpected breaks in our daily lives each day.
Although technology might seem like the culprit of a decreasing nature of productivity among teens, it can
also be a great ally. As | have shown with these two examples, there is always an app or website that can help
you to learn a new skill, end a bad habit, or become more knowledgeable; you just have to put in some effort.
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FUN NAIL ART: A
TUTORIAL

June 10,2018

BY MORGAN HURST

The 100 is a dystopian series written by Kass Morgan. The 100 s the first of four books in the series. Itis
set centuries after a nuclear war and no one lives on the Earth anymore. Humanity lives in spaceships far
above Earth's dangerous radioactive surface. One hundred juvenile delinquents are sent to Earth to
recolonize the planet. It could be suicide o it could be their second chance at lfe. Life isn't easy on Earth as
Clarke, Bellamy, Wells, Octavia, and Thalia soon leam. The Earth is full of peril and unknown threats. Not all
will survive.

The 100 is a series for fans of science fiction and dystopian novels. It s dark at times, but also humorous.
The characters are relatable and the plot is very interesting. The 100 reached #13 on The New York Times'
Young Adult Best Seller List. The series was adapted to a TV show in 2014 and has been renewed for a fifth
season which premieres April 24th. If you like dystopian novels, this book is for you. | really enjoyed this entire.
series and | sincerely recommend it to everyone.

View Post —

BY MAGGIE ROACH

People usually have to go the nail salon for fancy nail art, but in recent years people have been trying to do
these cool designs at home. At times, this can end in nail tragedies. Sometimes these designs are too hard for
the average beauty fan. Luckily, the big spring nail trend of 2018 is abstract nails. They can look awful and no
one will know. This tutorial has samples of several different kinds of nails, but they can easily be done on all
fingers.

Nail polish brands and color choices don't really matter for this tutorial. These colors just look good
together, but whatever colors you have will be fine.

For this particular look, you will need the following materials:
White nail polish

Blue nail polish

Purple nail polish

Grey nail polish

Black nail polish

Yellow nail polish

Pink nail polish
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Pink nail polish
Top Coat
Basecoat
Toothpick

Nail tape

1. Apply a base coat and let dry.

2. Paint the white color on the nails you want to be white. To do a nail with negative space, | used a piece of
nail tape to make a straight line. If you don't want to buy nail tape, just use painters’ tape.

3. o paint the middle finger, just paint streaks on the nail neatly. It doesn't have to look perfect.

4.o paint on the ring finger and thumb, glob the colors on randomly. This should look like a watercolor, but
one done by a two year old. Also, blot some biue onto the pinky and let half of it be blue and white.

5. Dotting is the easiest part. Take a toothpick and dip into the black nail polish; then, ot onto the nail in
whatever pattern you like.

6. Apply the top coat and let dry. That's the last step. Once the top coat has dried, enjoy your new fingernail
artwork!
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View Post —

BY MAGGIE ROACH

High school movies are a defining part of adolescent years. They reflect the ideas of the youth and how they
often see themselves. Looking back on the most popular movies of the decades, some of them have stood
the test of time, while others have become outdated.

Ferris Bueller's Day Off - 1986

This s the best of all the teen movies. This is a totally indisputable fact. It captures the feeling of senior year
perfectly by capturing the feeling of senioritis. It follows senior Ferris Bueller who skips a day of school with
his two best friends. Hijinks ensue. It feels like a mid-May day before graduation. Its sentimental and glorious.
Everyone should watch it;its intelligent and not condescending. Ferris Bueller'S Day Offis a teen movie, but
itis also a good movie, which is not always the case.

Rating: 5/5

She’s All That - 1999
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MOVIE REVIEWS

June 10,2018

View Post —

BY MAGGIE ROACH

High school movies are a defining part of adolescent years. They reflect the ideas of the youth and how they
often see themselves. Looking back on the most popular movies of the decades, some of them have stood
the test of time, while others have become outdated.

Ferris Bueller's Day Off - 1986

This s the best of all the teen movies. This is a totally indisputable fact. It captures the feeling of senior year
perfectly by capturing the feeling of senioritis. It follows senior Ferris Bueller who skips a day of school with
his two best friends. Hijinks ensue. It feels like a mid-May day before graduation. Its sentimental and glorious.
Everyone should watch it it's intelligent and not condescending. Ferris Bueller'S Day Offis a teen movie, but
itis also a good movie, which is not always the case.

Rating: 5/5
She’s All That - 1999

This movie really deserves no stars. It was picked to be reviewed because it did the best in the box office. It
must have been a slow time for movies. This movie follows the classical My Fair Lady formula which usually
generates a fun plot, but this movie made it extremely misogynistic and unappealing. It follows a teen boy
Who makes a bet that he can tum the nerdy girl with glasses into the prom queen. Nothing against the actors
in the movie, but the script is written by someone who hadn't been in high school for a very long time. The.
fact that this movie passed the Bechdel test is a miracle; the female characters rarely talk about anything
other than men and when they do, they are always being catty. The portrayal of women is outdated; it has a
“not ke other girls mentality”. This movie's portrayal of high school is unrealistic at best. The only redeeming
quality was a seeing a young Usher.

Rating: 1/5
Mean Girls - 2004

Everyone loves Mean Girls, and with good reason; its absolutely hilarious. Mean Girls provides a satirical look
at American high school. It almost feels like it's written in response to She’s All That Mean Girls discusses the
superficiality of high school through many iconic moments (The best being the talent show scene). Mean Girls
is heartfelt and sincere. There is a reason so many people love it. The cast of this movie is spectacular and it's
one of the best movies from its decade.

Rating: 5/5
Spiderman: Homecoming

This is a superhero movie trying to be a high school movie. The superhero movie portion of this movie is
gorgeous, but the high school moments were really where the movie shines. It has many scenes that make
you think back to Ferris Bueller. The movie is bright and happy, but there are also dark undertones. The movie
has a good message and it's a fun summer movie.

Rating: 3.5/5
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BY ROBERTO LEITO

Giving back to the community is an integral part of being a member of the Lourdes varsity boys lacrosse
team. This was made clear by Coach Sean Mohammed as he responded to his team’s decision to hosta
game to benefit the Love Holds Life Children's Cancer Foundation. “Part of the responsibility of being a
student-athlete is using your presence in the community to help others and to be a part of something bigger

than yoursel;
Sleepy Hollow boys lacrosse team, black and gold t:shirts were sold before the start of their game. These

he said. On May 16, the team certainly exemplified this duty to service. Partnering up with the

same shirts were worn by the players during their warm-ups. The sales from both teams totalled upwards of
$1100 to benefit the foundation. Love Holds Life provides aid to children with cancer whose remaining
expenses are not covered by insurance. Its CEO and founder, Richard Senato, conveyed the organization's
purpose: *My ultimate mission is to ensure every child battling cancer has the financial support to hold love
and life.” Part of maintaining an honorable status in one’s community is giving back. Mohammed tries to instill
this value in his players through the message that, “the game they play is more than just a game; it can be
used as a vehicle to do good in their community” The Lourdes community congratulates the boys lacrosse
team on ajob well done in serving our community with honor and class!
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BY TINA LUCHETTA

The gir’s lacrosse team began the season with high hopes, and with hard work and determination they
were able to fulfll these aspirations. In total, the Warriors won ten games, one of the more notable being the
first game in sectionals, which was against the Eastchester team. The opponents were the eighth seed in the
bracket and the Warriors were the ninth, so the 15-14 win was rather exciting for the Lady Warriors. In addition,
the second round of sectionals was rather challenging for this team due to the fact that they were up against
Byram Hills, the top team in the league, but the Warriors were not intimidated. They put up an admirable fight
and senior Allison Brady even stated, “It was a great game. We lost 12-11, but that's still good considering
they're the number one seed." This season also consisted of various accomplishments for individual players,
which include both Annaeliese Clark and Maeve Connolly scoring their 100th goal. In addition, goalie
Madeline Butta had her 200th save. The work ethic and teamwork displayed by the Lady Warriors did not go
unnoticed or unrewarded, and we are all excited to see this continued dedication and talent next season!

BY TINA LUCHETTA

This spring track season has consisted of a team thatis willing to put in the time and work in order to
achieve their goals. With the help of Coach Slinsky, the team performed admirably and had a season that
consisted of various accomplishments. One of these remarkable feats includes Jaheim Jones running the 100
meter in 10.65 seconds, which, as of right now, is the fastest time in the state for this event. In addition, Jones
ran the 200 meter in 21.84 seconds. On May 25th, Jaheim Jones, Nick Timm, Kenny Barrett, and Safo Kirton
ran a state standard time in the 4x400 relay, and on May 31st they qualified for States by coming in second
with atime of 3 minutes and 24.24 seconds. Other state qualifiers include Caroline Timm and Jaheim Jones.
Timm qualified for the 800m, with a time of 2 minutes and 14.35 seconds, and the 1500m, with a time of 4
minutes and 3879 seconds. Jones will be headed to States for the 100m, which he completed in 10.96
seconds, and the 200m, with a time of 2173 seconds. The track team ended this season on a very positive
note and senior Caroline Timm stated, “This was a very strong season overall. Several people stepped it up in
training and made some major improvements. The boys 4x400 meter relay, who thought they would not be
able to make it to States, did so and also ran four seconds under the time.” Best of luck to the track team and
all the team members who are competing at States and Nationals!
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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

We are proud to present our final issue of The Warrior for the 2017-2018
school year! As with our previous issues, this one reflects the best qualities
of our school and student body. As seniors and editors-n-chief, it has been
an honor and a privilege to serve not only our staff, but our loyal audience
as well. We would like to thank these people with all our hearts, for without
them the newspaper would not be as far-reaching as it is today. Our
deepest and sincerest gratitudes are also extended to Mrs. Katz and the
faculty and staff of Our Lady of Lourdes High School. Thank you, Mrs.

Katz; you have helped us to grow as writers and as children of God. To the.
faculty of OLL, we thank you also for preparing us not only for college, but
for all that we will be challenged with in our lives. As we move on to the
next chapter in our journeys, we will never forget each of you. We can
never truly demonstrate the depth of our gratitude, but one way is
especially appropriate: with your marks on our souls, we will change the
world for the better. May you all have a restful summer, and may God watch
over and protect each and every one of you. This is Roberto Leito and Tina
Luchetta signing off!

Thank you and God bless Americal

Roberto Leito & Tina Luchetta
Editors-n-Chief, 20172018
The Warrior
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View Post —

BY MONICA CUTLER

Every morming during Pro-Life week, homeroom teachers displayed a slide, prepared by Pro-Life Club
students, about abortion and Pro-Life issues. The slides gave facts, statistics, and other information to inform
the student body about abortion and other Pro-Life issues. Abortion s the deliberate termination of a human
pregnancy, most often performed during the first 28 weeks of pregnancy. It was important to show students
the slides to inform them about what people do and how many abortions there are in the United States alone.

During Pro-Life week, members of the Pro-Life club placed flags in the courtyard in front of the school
building. There were blue and pink flags, with the biue flags representing the boys, and the pink flags
representing the girls, whose lives have been lost through abortion during this year alone.

In 2016, there were about 893,000 abortions in the United States. From January 1, 2018 there have been
about 276,321 abortions and the number keeps going up every 29 seconds. Abortion is viewed as the
number one killer of Americans when compared to ilinesses such as heart disease and cancer, which kill
155515 people and 149782 people annually, respectively.

Pro-Life concerns are ot imited to abortion, however. During Pro-Life week, the students also leamed
about assisted suicide and euthanasia practices which involve the killing of a patient who is suffering due to
disease, depression, or an incurable coma. While assisted suicide and euthanasia are often expressed as the
right to “die with dignity”, all human lives are made in the image and likeness of God and are a gift from our
loving Father. We do not have the right to end the gift of life for any reason, whether it's our own lfe or the life

of someone else.

The Pro-Life Club encourages all students and members of our community to continue to pray for an end
to all abortions, and to pray for women who may consider an abortion. We continue to pray for all those facing
deadly diseases and those who are nearing death. as well as for the family and friends of those who are
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facing the end of ife of a loved one. Let us pray for a day when no more innocent lives wil be lost.

OLL THEATER
COMPANY’S THE
DROWSY
CHAPERONE: A
PERFORMANCE
WELL DONE

June 10,2018

BY KATE CSISACK

And the curtain goes up... for the OLL Theatre Company!

On March 22-24, the OLL Theatre Company brought The Drowsy Chaperone to life on the stage in the
AAC. The story of The Drowsy Chaperone plays out as an old theatre fan listens to a record of the mock-
1920's musical comedy and comments on the show as it takes place on the stage next to him. Filled with
humor, a few dessert puns, an abundance of spit-takes, and more song and dance numbers than can be
counted (well, actually they can be; there were 14 of them), each of the four performances were wholly crowd-
pleasing, and most of the audience probably found themselves humming "Toledo Surprise” - one of the
show's biggest numbers - as they walked out to their cars after the performance.

However, before there were performances, before there were costumes and lights and props and a pit
band, there was rehearsal. And rehearsal. And more rehearsal. The cast, led by director Tom Lawrence,
assistant director Joel Flowers, stage manager Katie Thorn, and choreographer Mackenzie Farrell, rehearsed
tirelessly in preparation for the performances. Before long, the cast was joined by a backstage crew, a pit
band (made up of OLL students and professional musicians), lighting and sound equipment, costumes, props
- and the show was complete.

The Lourdes Theater Company will miss the seniors who participated in this production and past
productions. Thanks go out to anyone and everyone involved in making The Drowsy Chaperone possible,
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including the many parents who gave up their Saturdays to help build sets and fit costumes. It's safe to say
that for as much fun as it was to be in the crowd watching the musical, it was just as much fun for the cast,
crew, and band members to immerse the crowd into the world of the 1920s.
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BY MAGGIE ROACH

The Drama Club is often a staple of many teen high school dramas. Some are centered around Drama
Club, like in the show Glee which is beloved by most drama kids and tolerated by the rest of the general
public. Glee follows its melodramatic stars as they get through high-stakes situations with the power of a
couple theatrified pop songs. Other teen shows often include an episode in which the main characters will be
in the school play. The best example of this may be episode 9, season three of The Suite Life of Zack and
Cody. In this episode, the students are cast in the iconic movie High School Musical and hilarity ensues. The
fictional Drama Club is meant for misfits. They have all the stereotypical high school characters, but are blown
out of proportion. They are all over-the-top caricatures and because they are drama kids, they must
stereotypically stand out from the norm at all costs.

In reality, Drama Club is not like this; the kids are simply kids joining a club to have a good time. Some are
fans of Broadway musicals looking to have a chance in the spotlight before pursuing jobs in other fields, while
others are planning on pursuing a career on the stage. Some don't know what they want to do, but it doesn't
matter what they will do in the future, because the Drama Club is accepting of all who want to join. As long as
you come to rehearsal and work, all students are welcome.

The Drama Club is basically a sport minus the athleticism. Running is almost completely nonexistent,
except for quick sprints across the stage in character shoes (which is considered a huge feat of athletic
strength by those who have had to do it). There are spring and fall seasons in high school theater. At Lourdes,
a quick jog of a play in the fall is followed by the long sprint of a musical in the spring. Its similar to a sport in
quite a few aspects, except that the moments that are seen by the public only last for the weekend; there is
no weekly game, or meet - just a final competition.

Theater is a small thing. It's shared among the members of the cast who spend months with the same
songs and jokes. Sometimes, after much practice, they forget how funny or how great they are. By tech week,
there can be extensive annoyance with the material. However, the cast remembers how great it is when they
are in front of an audience: a brief moment only shared with an audience for three performances, or four if
you're lucky.

Theater is often described as magical. A cynic might scoff at this statement, but they haven't been to an
OLL production. For a short while, in the past four years, our students have been poverty-driven rebels of a
dystopian future, characters from the imagination of Dr. Seuss, hippie followers of a modern day Jesus Christ,
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